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Come the Revolution 
25 Great Equipment Landmarks 
A CHRONOLOGICAL JOURNEY THROUGH A SELECTION OF THE MOST ESSENTIAL 
EQUIPMENT DEVELOPMENTS DOWN THE AGES. 
 
By Dominic Pedler 
Golf International Equipment Editor 
 
c. 16th Century  The Feathery Flies High 
1848   The Gutta Percha Comes Out of its Box 
1889   Sitting Pretty: The Tee Peg 
1898   The Wound Ball Wraps Up the Market 
1902   Clubfaces Get Into the Groove 
1904   Centre-Shafted Putter 
1908   The Dimple Gets a Lift 
1929   The Steel Shaft Kicks Hickory Into Touch 
1931   Sarazen Shapes the Sand Wedge 
1953   The Rubber Grip Slips On 
1966   Ping Anser Sets the Heel-‘n’-Toe Standard 
1969   Cavity Back Irons Carve Up the Market 
1970   Spalding Launches the Two-Piece Ball 
1972   The Graphite Shaft Flexes Its Muscle 
1979   The Metal Wood is TaylorMade 
1991   Oversize Metal – Big Bertha’s Big Body 
1992   Insert Putters Embark on Their Odyssey 
1995   “Wide-Butt” Technology and the Great Swingweight Debate 
1998   Titanium and the “Trampoline” Effect 
1999   The USGA Yields to the Shaft PUREing Lobby 
2000   Multi-Layer Ball Takes to the Skies 
2001   Mallet Putters Line Up in Style 
2003   Graphite Gives Multi-Material Drivers a Head Start 
2004   Hybrid Clubs Capture the Pro Tours 
2005   Tuning in to Adjustable Technology  
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